Motivation  4

Come Back Tomorrow

“How to Motivate Students to Come to Class”
Renee Harper

University of Pittsburgh
Read the case study below.  Look over the follow up questions.

“THINK – PAIR – SHARE” with a partner.  

A CONVERSATION ABOUT SKIPPING CLASS

Ryan and his friends are in middle school.  They are sitting at the lunch table talking about skipping class.

Ryan:  You guys gotta check this out!  It is a guide to skipping class.  I found it on the Internet last night.

Kevin:  No way! I need a copy. Math class is killin’ me. There oughta be a law against teachers boring their students to death! How do they expect us to pay 

attention when all they do is drag on and on about the same thing! 

Ryan:  Seriously if they had to sit through one of their 

own lectures they would understand.

Emily:  Every class is the same.  All we do is take notes.

Kevin:  Dude it says to put an OUT OF ORDER sign on a bathroom stall and sit in there during the period you 

are skipping. What a sweet idea! 

Ryan:  I would rather sit in the bathroom then sit through class and take notes all period.  At least I could get 

some sleep.

Hannah:   Aren’t you worried about what you will miss in class?  

Emily:  Seriously, it’s the same crap every day. Read this, define this, do these problems.  Besides even if I did go 

to class – it wouldn’t make a difference. The teacher doesn’t care if I am there or not.

1. Do you think this conversation could really happen? 

Why or why not?
2. Can you relate to parts of the conversation? Explain.
3. Do you have a “Ryan, Kevin, or Emily” in your class?
4. What is the underlying issue with these students?




Case Study
It is currently the second semester of school. Ben is a 14 year old in your 8th grade history class. Ben has been caught skipping your class 10 times. He has been found wandering the halls and hiding in the bathroom. Ben is an average “C” student and does not skip any other classes. When in your history class, Ben slouches in his chair and does not pay attention. He has not turned in any of his homework. Right now he is failing your class due to the lack of participation, poor test scores, and incomplete assignments.

1.  What is your “hunch” about Ben?

2. What would be your first step in an intervention to help bring Ben back into your class?

3. What strategies can you use to motivate and engage Ben in his learning?
MOTIVATION





Think about your students. In the center oval write the name of someone who you feel needs motivated. Brainstorm a list of things you can do to help motivate this student. 





“I am always willing to  learn, however I do not always like to be taught.”


 


Winston Churchill 











